Golden years are passing by,

Happy, happy golden years,

Passing on the wings of time,

These happy golden years.

Call them back as they go by,

Sweet their memories are,

Oh, improve them as they fly,

These happy golden years.






unknown

To laugh often and much;

to win the respect of intelligent people 

and affection of children;

to earn the appreciation of honest critics 

and endure the betrayal of false friends;

to appreciate beauty, to find the best in others;

to leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child, 

a garden patch or a redeemed social condition;

to know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived.

This is to have succeeded.






Ralph Waldo Emerson


Wilberforce: "Mr. Huxley, I beg to know, was it through your grandfather or your grandmother that you claim to have descended from a monkey?"

Huxley: " I assert that a man has no reason to be ashamed of having an ape for his grandfather. If there were an ancestor I should feel shame in recalling, it would rather be a man, a man of restless and versatile intellect who, not content with a success in his own sphere of activity, plunged into scientific questions with which he has no real acquaintance, only to obscure them by an aimless rhetoric, and distract the attention of his hearers from the real point at issue by eloquent digressions and skilled appeals to religious prejudice."

An exchange between Thomas Henry Huxley, a respected biologist and defender of Charles Darwin's treatise “...On the Origin of Species...”, and Bishop Samuel Wilberforce a high ranking official in the Anglican Church of England during a debate for the British Association at Oxford England in 1860. Wilberforce had vowed to "smash" Darwinism in his encounter with Huxley.

“Nothing in biology makes sense except in the light of evolution.”  





Theodozius Dobzhansky, geneticist


I cannot conceive of a god who rewards and punishes his creatures or has a will of the kind that we experience in ourselves.  Neither can I--nor would I want to--conceive of an individual that survives his physical death.  Let feeble souls, from fear or absurd egotism, cherish such thoughts.  I am satisfied with the mystery of the eternity of life and a glimpse of the marvelous structure of the existing world, together with the devoted striving to comprehend a portion, be it ever so tiny, of the Reason that manifests itself in nature.








Albert Einstein

The significant problems we face cannot be solved at the same level of thinking we were at when we created them.

Albert Einstein



…doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results.

A definition of insanity according to Albert Einstein

The baby bat

Screamed out in fright.

“Turn on the dark,

I’m afraid of the light!”





Shel Silverstein

Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.









George Santayana

I will respect your views if you can justify them.  But if you justify your views only by saying you have faith in them, I shall not respect them.











Richard Dawkins

I want to return now to the charge that science is just a faith.  The more extreme version of that charge--and one that I often encounter as both a scientist and a rationalist--is an accusation of zealotry and bigotry in scientists themselves as great as that found in religious people.  Sometimes there may be a little bit of justice in this accusation; but as zealous bigots, we scientists are mere amateurs at the game.  We’re content to argue with those who disagree with us.  We don’t kill them.














Richard Dawkins

It is absolutely safe to say that if you meet somebody who claims not to believe in evolution, that person is ignorant, stupid or insane (or wicked, but I’d rather not consider that).

Richard Dawkins

I’m going to have to resist that move, because I do not think that the best way to make the analytical cut is between natural and supernatural (as opposed to natural causes and intelligent design).  If you let them (evolutionists) make the distinction between natural and supernatural, you will never be able to crack methodological naturalism.

Philosopher of Science (and creationist) Paul Nelson at the 1998 International Conference on Creationism, as reported by Robert Schadewald in NCSE Reports, May/June 1998 issue.  Parentheses in quote mine-D.S.

People have a fundamental right to the truth.








Dan Sourbeer

He who hesitates is lost.
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Patience is a virtue.




unknown

Since I consider my educational pursuits elective, studying for class is not considered drudgery, but a desirable, necessary, personal obligation I have chosen for myself.  I view my schooling as a full-time, professional occupation…

Tamara Klovanish

Whatever you decide to do; take personal pride in what you are doing, always do your very, very best, and remember, at the end of the day, the results you produce bear your signature of excellence.







Mrs. Klovanish (Tamara’s mother)

The whole history of the progress of human liberty shows that all concessions yet made to her august claims have been born of earnest struggle. If there is no struggle, there is no progress. Those who profess to favor freedom, and yet deprecate agitation, are men who want crops without plowing up the ground, they want rain without thunder and lightning. They want the ocean without the awful roar of its many waters.

Frederick Douglass

The people who prepared this book have tried consistently to put the Word of God first and science second…If…at any point God's Word is not put first, the authors apologize.

From the Textbook Biology For Christian Schools (Bob Jones University Press).  Religious groups have sued the University of California to force it to accept classes using such textbooks as meeting the UC Biology requirement
“Intelligent Design itself does not have any content.”

George Gilder, affiliate of the Discovery Institute which promotes teaching of Intelligent Design in Science Classrooms

