Five-Paragraph Essay Exam Preparation

Be sure that your essay has the following elements.  Use this as a “check-list”:

Before you start: Read the question thoroughly. Determine WHAT the question is asking.  
Here are some BASIC types of questions:

· Compare and contrast

· Make sure that you do both
· If the subjects have more in common: 2 compare paragraphs and 1 contrast paragraph
· If the subjects are radically different:  1 compare paragraph and 2 contrast paragraphs
· Trace the development of…

· Make sure you state how it “began” and how it “ended”

· Use each body paragraph (main point) to examine a major phase of the phenomenon

· Be sure that you DEFINE the phase and justify your position as to WHY it should be considered a major development.
· This should be the topic sentence for each body paragraph
· Describe the elements of…

· Use each body paragraph (main point) to describe and analyze the major elements of the phenomenon

· Make sure that you address how the various elements are connected in your thesis and throughout all your body paragraphs
· Be sure that you DEFINE the element and justify your position as to WHY it should be considered a major element of the phenomenon.
· This should be the topic sentence for each body paragraph
· Determine the cause of…

· Use each body paragraph (main point) to describe and analyze three major reasons for the development or appearance of the phenomenon.

· Make sure that you define some broad and overarching cause in your thesis and throughout all your body paragraphs.
· Be sure that you DEFINE the effect and justify your position as to WHY each point should be considered a major cause of the phenomenon.
· This should be the topic sentence for each body paragraph
· Determine the effect of…

· Use each body paragraph (main point) to describe and analyze three major effects of the phenomenon.

· Make sure that you address the overall effect in your thesis and throughout all your body paragraphs.
· Be sure that you DEFINE the effect and justify your position as to WHY it should be considered a major effect on the development of the phenomenon.
· This should be the topic sentence for each body paragraph

· Determine the validity of… [some statement or assertion]

· Determine EXACTLY what the statement is saying
· Determine if the statement is completely correct, completely incorrect or partially correct

· Each main point should deal with one aspect of the assertion, clearly stating why it is correct or incorrect
· Remember, the assertion can be correct and incorrect in different aspects.  Be sure you clearly label each aspect as correct or incorrect in, your main points, thesis and topic sentences.
· Combinations or variations of the examples cited above

· Introduction Paragraph

· Background information clearly places the essay in the correct time period AND explains why it is significant in history

· Main points clearly outline the arguments of the essay.  All the points relate directly to and support the thesis as well as directly answer the question.

· It is best if you use the same terminology in your answer that appears in the question.

· You should flesh out your introduction with some general details.  

· Remember, each main point should have its own sentence with a general analysis as to its importance.

· The Thesis directly answers the question and ties the main points together.  It must include some thoughtful analysis (i.e., “because,” or “as a result…”, etc.).

· Three (3) Body Paragraphs

· Topic sentence limits the paragraph to ONE idea and must directly support the thesis.
· Should be a restatement of one main point from the Introduction

· Should appear in the same order as in the Introduction
· More than three specific examples given.

· Law, treaty, war, invention, specific events…

· Use specifics from the book or class discussions

· If appropriate, use examples from the DBQ activities

· Do NOT say: “As can be seen in Document #3”

· Use the actual title and author
· However, you should annotate your examples with in-text parenthetical notations

· Example: “In his book, The Influence of Sea Power on World History, retired naval officer Alfred Thayer Mahan states that America should improve its navy to protect its economic interests showing a clear connection between US imperialism and economic development (DBQ #5, Doc. #7).”
· All evidence directly relates to and supports the topic sentence in an analytical way.

· This should clearly show the connection between evidence and events

· The transition connects to the next paragraph in a complex manner linking the final sentence of the paragraph and the first sentence of the next.
· Conclusion Paragraph
· Clearly and succinctly review the main points of the essay in a different way from the introduction in one sentence.

· Clearly and analytically states the importance of the topic during its time.  (Short term importance)

· Directly links specific events (Law, treaty, war, invention, etc…) to the importance of the topic

· Clearly and analytically states the importance of the topic on subsequent events.  (Long term importance)

· Directly links specific events (Law, treaty, war, invention, etc…) to the importance of the topic.
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