Thomas Nast, The Rise and Fall of Northern Support for Reconstruction (1868, 1874)


Evidence of broad northern support for the Republican program could be found in many places other than the ballot box. Illustrations from Harper's Weekly, such as the one in the text (p. 477) and the one here from 1868 titled “This Is a White Man's Government,” reflected popular attitudes in the North in the 1860s. However, northern support for Reconstruction began to erode as early as 1868 and was exhausted by 1874 (see text pp. 478–479), the year the Harper's Weekly illustration presented here appeared. Both cartoons are by Thomas Nast.

The first cartoon satirizes the Democratic Party in 1868, with its platform rejecting the Congressional Reconstruction Acts as “unconstitutional, null, and void.” Nathan Bedford Forrest—the Confederate general who became the first grand wizard of the Ku Klux Klan—is represented in the center, while to his right stands an Irish immigrant, depicted (as was common in Nast cartoons) as a barbaric hoodlum. The third figure (to Forrest's left) is the Democratic candidate for president in 1868, Governor Horatio Seymour—depicted here as the prosperous associate of New York financiers. This unholy alliance unites in what to Nast were the characteristic Democratic Party activities of racial oppression and treason, illustrated by scenes from the New York draft riots and the postwar South, and by their trampling on the prostrate form of a black Union soldier.

The second cartoon shows a sharp shift in opinion on the part of both Nast and his audience. The cartoon illustrates a derisive news account of the black-majority South Carolina House of Representatives, reprinted from the white conservative Charleston News. In 1868 the views of the News would have been dismissed as “disloyal” by Nast's employer, Harper's Weekly; by 1874 the magazine was allowing those views a respectful hearing, and its famous cartoonist was giving them his stamp of approval. Why?

Sources: Thomas Nast, “This Is a White Man's Government,” Harper's Weekly, 5 September 1868; Thomas Nast, “Colored Rule in a Reconstructed State,” Harper's Weekly, 14 March 1874.
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	Thomas Nast, “Colored Rule in a Reconstructed State,” Harper's Weekly, 14 March 1874
The members call each other thieves, liars, rascals and cowards
Columbia (the symbol of America until Uncle Sam): You are aping the lowest whites. If you disgrace your race this way, you had better take Back Seat.


Document questions:

· Answer the following questions for discussion in class on the day specified by the syllabus.  
· Be sure to note where the information to answer the question is located in the document (i.e., Highlighting or notes in the margin) but, DO NOT copy and paste parts of the document for your answer. (This is plagiarism)  
· Answer the questions in your own words. You may hand write or word process your answers.
1. What type of document is this? (Primary/Secondary and what IS it?)  ________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  What is the bias of this Author, as it relates to this topic?  What might account for this bias? _____________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What is the overall message of the first cartoon and what imagery is used to make its point? ______________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What is the overall message of the second cartoon and what imagery is used to make its point? ___________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
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