History 105: Interpreting Documents

1. You can begin working on this activity at home and bring it with you to the first day of class.

2. We will go over it together in class.  Feel free to add material to your answers during the discussion.

3. During the semester, use this sheet to help you complete the Document Based Questions (DBQs)

Defining Characteristics of Primary Source Documents _____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Examples of Primary Source Documents ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Reasons for Bias in Primary Source Documents ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Defining Characteristics of Secondary Source Documents ___________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Examples of Secondary Source Documents ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Reasons for Bias in Secondary Documents _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Document # 1

Essay question that accompanies this document: Using the documents below, as well as your general knowledge of history, compare and contrast the development of civilization and culture in Egypt and Mesopotamia. 
From The Epic of Gilgamesh.  Hoping to learn the secret of immortality, Gilgamesh makes a long and difficult journey in search of Utnapishtim, the one human being who has acquired it. Upon finding him, Gilgamesh asks Utnapishtim how to obtain immortality.  Utnapishtim answers him:

	'Do we build houses for ever?

 Do we seal (contracts) for ever?

 Do brothers divide shares for ever?

 Does hatred persist for ever in the land?

 Does the river for ever rise (and) bring on floods?

 The dragon-fly leaves (its) shell

 That its face might (but) glance on the face of the sun?
	Since the days of yore there has been no performance;

 The resting and the dead, how alike they are!

 Do they not compose a picture of death,

 The commoner and the noble,

 Once they are near to their fate?

 The Anunnaki, the great gods, foregather,

 Mammetu, maker of fate, with them the fate decrees,

 Death and life they determine. 

 (But) of death its days are not revealed.'


What type of source is this? (Primary or secondary and what it is.) ____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the bias of the author, as it relates to this essay question? What might account for this bias? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document #2

Essay question that accompanies this document: What were the contributions to Western civilization from the ancient Greeks?
Aristotle was a Greek philosopher who lived in the fourth century B.C. His philosophical and scientific system of thought had a profound impact on the way Western intellectual history developed and is still one of the most important influences in the way we think today. Aristotle lived in Greece from 384 to 322 B.C.


Since human reason is the most godlike part of human nature, a life guided by human reason is superior to any other….For man, this is the life of reason, since the faculty of reason is the distinguishing characteristic of human beings.

What type of source is this? (Primary or secondary and WHAT is it?) _________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ What is the bias of the author, as it relates to this essay question? What might account for this bias? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Document #3

Essay question that accompanies this document: Evaluate the reign of Emperor Justinian. Did he revive the Roman Empire in the Byzantine Empire? What is his legacy?
Emperor Justinian I and his court, as depicted in a mosaic from A.D. 548 in the Byzantine church of San Vitale at Ravenna (Italy).
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What type of source is this? (Primary or secondary and WHAT is it?) _________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the bias of the author, as it relates to this essay question? What might account for this bias? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Document #4

Essay question that accompanies this document: What was the eventual fate of the Western Roman Empire?
This excerpt is from a textbook, The Course of Civilization by Strayer, Gatzke, and Harbison (Harcourt, Brace and World, Inc., 1961)

The basic trouble was that very few inhabitants of the empire believed that the old civilization was worth saving…the overwhelming majority of the population had been systematically excluded from political responsibilities. They could not organize to protect themselves; they could not serve in the army….Their economic plight was hopeless. Most of them were serfs bound to the soil, and the small urban groups saw their cities slipping into uninterrupted decline.

What type of source is this? (Primary or secondary and WHAT is it?) _________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ What is the bias of the author, as it relates to this essay question? What might account for this bias? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Document # 5

Essay question that accompanies this document: Evaluate the reign of Emperor Justinian. Did he revive the Roman Empire in the Byzantine Empire? What is his legacy?
Justinian was a great builder. This is evident form the fortifications and buildings he constructed in Constantinople, shown on the map below.
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What type of source is this? (Primary or secondary and WHAT is it?) ______________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

What is the bias of the author, as it relates to this essay question? What might account for this bias? 
__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Document #6
Essay question that accompanies this document: Determine the major achievements of early Islamic civilization.  What effect did these achievements have on the development of western civilization?
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What type of source is this? (Primary or secondary and WHAT is it?) _______________________
____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

What is the bias of the author, as it relates to this essay question? What might account for this bias? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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