History 106: Interpreting Documents

1. Download and READ the Guidelines for Evaluating Historical Sources, the handouts for Evaluating Primary Written Documents and Interpreting Visual Sources.

2. Once you have read the guidelines and handouts, you can also use the Quick Reference for Interpreting Documents
3. You can begin working on this activity at home and bring it with you to the first day of class.

4. We will go over it together in class.  Feel free to add material to your answers during the discussion.

5. During the semester, use this sheet to help you complete the Document Based Questions (DBQs) and class discussion documents.
Document # 1

Essay question that accompanies this document: In a well-planned essay, identify and evaluate: The reaction Native Americans had to the Europeans; the reaction Europeans had to the Native Americans; how the world changed because of the interaction between these two cultures.
From the diary of Christopher Columbus during his first voyage of exploration.
Saturday, 13 October. [1492] At daybreak great multitudes of men came to the shore, all young and of fine shapes, very handsome; their hair not curled but straight and coarse like horse-hair, and all with foreheads and heads much broader than any people I had seen; They came loaded with balls of cotton, parrots, javelins, and other things too numerous to mention; these they exchanged for whatever we chose to give them.
What type of source is this? (Primary or secondary and WHAT is it?) _________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ What is the bias of the author, as it relates to this essay question? What might account for this bias? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Document #2

Essay question that accompanies this document: How were the problems of the Industrial Revolution addressed in England in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries?
The following is an excerpt from William Cooper’s testimony before the Sadler Committee in 1832.

Sadler: What is your age?


Cooper: I am eight and twenty.


Sadler: When did you first begin to work in mills?


Cooper: When I was ten years of age.


Sadler: What were your usual hours of working?


Cooper: We began at five in the morning and stopped at nine in the night.


Sadler: What time did you have for meals?


Cooper: We had just one period of forty minutes in the sixteen hours. That was at noon.


Sadler: What means were taken to keep you awake and attentive?


Cooper: At times we were frequently strapped.


Sadler: When your hours were so long, did you have any time to attend a day school?


Cooper: We had no time to go to day school.


Sadler: Can you read and write?


Cooper: I can read, but I cannot write.
What type of source is this? (Primary or secondary and WHAT is it?) _________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ What is the bias of the author, as it relates to this essay question? What might account for this bias? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Document #3

Essay question that accompanies this document: Which economic, political, and social forces were most responsible for the new imperialism that began in the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries?
From an 1899 issue of The Journal, Detroit. “The White Man’s Burden”
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What type of source is this? (Primary or secondary and WHAT is it?) ______________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

What is the bias of the author, as it relates to this essay question? What might account for this bias? 

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Document #4

Essay question that accompanies this document: Who and/or what caused World War I?
This chart provides information on the increasing amount of money spent on armaments from 1870 to 1914.

	Per Capita Expenditures of the Great Powers on Armaments

	
	1870
	1880
	1890
	1900
	1910
	1914

	Great Britain
	$3.54
	$3.46
	$3.84
	$12.60*
	$7.29
	$8.23

	France
	$2.92
	$4.02
	$4.66
	$5.21
	$6.47
	$7.07

	Russia
	$1.28
	$1.50
	$1.26
	$1.44
	$2.32
	$3.44

	Germany
	$1.28
	$2.16
	$2.80
	$4.06
	$4.06
	$8.19

	Austria-Hungary
	$1.08
	$1.70
	$1.50
	$1.46
	$1.68
	$3.10

	Italy
	$1.38
	$1.74
	$2.52
	$2.34
	$3.36
	$3.16


*British cost for the Boer War in South Africa

What type of source is this? (Primary or secondary and WHAT is it?) _________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ What is the bias of the author, as it relates to this essay question? What might account for this bias? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Document # 5

Essay question that accompanies this document: Why did the world plunge into World War II in 1939? 
This excerpt offers a critical view of the Munich Agreement. Source: George F. Kennan, Russia and the West Under Lenin and Stalin, Atlantic Little Brown, 1961 (adapted)

The Munich Agreement was a ….desperate act of appeasement at the cost of the Czechoslovak state, performed by Chamberlain and French premier, Daladier, in the vain hope that it would satisfy Hitler’s stormy ambition, and thus secure for Europe a peaceful future. We know today that it was unnecessary….because the Czech defenses were very strong…and because the German generals, conscious of Germany’s relative weakness at that moment, were actually prepared to attempt to remove Hitler…..had he continued to move toward war.

What type of source is this? (Primary or secondary and WHAT is it?) _________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the bias of the author, as it relates to this essay question? What might account for this bias? _________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Document #6
Essay question that accompanies this document: What factors helped to promote America’s huge industrial growth during the period from 1860 to 1900?
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Type of source? (Primary or secondary and WHAT is it?) __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

What is the bias of the author, as it relates to this essay question? What might account for this bias? ___________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Document #7
Essay question that accompanies this document: Who and/or what caused World War I?

This map of Europe on the Eve of World War I shows the alliance system.
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What type of source is this? (Primary or secondary and WHAT is it?)

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

What is the bias of the author, as it relates to this essay question? What might account for this bias? 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Document #8

Essay question that accompanies this document:  According to the political thinkers of the time, what form of government was most effective—democracy or absolutism—for the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries?

These ideas were expressed by King James I of England in 1609.

The state of monarchy is the supremest thing upon earth; for kings are not only God’s lieutenants upon earth, and sit upon God’s throne, but even by God Himself they are called gods…..Kings are justly called gods, for that they exercise a ….divine power upon earth…God hath power to create or destroy, make or unmake at His pleasure, to give life or sent death, to judge all and to be judged nor accountable to none, to raise low things and to make high things low at His  pleasure…And the like power have kings….

What type of source is this? (Primary or secondary and WHAT is it?) _________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the bias of the author, as it relates to this essay question? What might account for this bias? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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