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[LETTERHEAD]

COMMITTEE FOR THE DEMOCRATIC TREATMENT

FOR JAPANESE RESIDENTS IN THE EASTERN STATES

Hon. Frank Knox
Secretary of the Navy
Washington D.C.


Dear Mr. Secretary: 


Knowing that you are interested in hearing from all sections of the nation on efforts to foster national unity in the United States we have the honor and privilege of sending you the enclosed statement of our newly-organized Committee.


In unison with all other democratic peoples, the people of the United States are now engaged in defending their institutions and their democratic ideals.  As residents of America we of Japanese origin wish to take our rightful place in doing everything we can to help the national defense effort, 


We would deeply appreciate your consideration of the enclosed statement and we hope that it will meet with your approval. 


As loyal residents of this country, we are convinced that if our attitude of complete loyalty to the United States is fully understood, problems of distrust and discrimination will not arise.


Respectfully yours,


Tom Kume, Chairman

Statement


There are many thousands of American-Japanese who have made the United States the land of their choice and adoption. They have come here to live and work and rear their families, and to participate in the democratic aspirations of this great nation


The present war has strained all international relationships, and many doubts may have arisen in the minds of Americans as to the attitude and devotion of Japanese residents towards this country. 


In behalf of those permanent Japanese residents in Eastern States, we wish to repledge our loyalty to the American government and devotion to the traditional American democratic principles. We are peaceful and law-abiding people, and our children are American Citizens by birth, and those of us who were born in Japan would also become citizens if the naturalization law allowed. 


We wish to state further to the American public that we are neither responsible for nor do we concern ourselves with whatever Japanese government policy may be. Our devotion and loyalty to the land of our adoption is foremost in our minds. 


In future as in the past we will continue to engage in legitimate trades and vocations, and contribute our skill and labor to the wealth and development of this country. Our desire is to live in peace with our fellow Americans, and promote better understanding and friendship. 


In order to accomplish this we shall devote ourselves with all our energies to the following programs: 


We shall fully support the National Defense, and encourage our sons to do their share in the protection of this country and the Democratic principles upon which it is founded. 


We shall oppose the Fifth Columnists of any nation, working against the interest of this country


We shall cooperate with any American Organizations in the promotion and extension of democratic principles in this country. 


We shall oppose any discrimination against minorities on the basis of race, color, religious beliefs, or national origin. 


We shall help the Japanese residents to participate fully in American community life.


