Minutes for the Board of Directors of the San Diego Chamber of Commerce

February 26, 1942

Mr. Palmer gave a most interesting account of the local situation with reference to Japanese farmers.  He stated that immediately after the declaration of war with Japan, through cooperation of the State Department of Agriculture, a laboratory had been set up under supervision of the County Agricultural Commission in an endeavor to protect the people of San Diego from the possibility of poisoning of fruits and vegetables by those Japanese farmers.   

He explained that a dangerous situation exists due to the fact that all these farmers have in their possession poison sprays for use in preventing insect posts. In order to detect any improper use of these sprays, he explained that specimens of all shipments are inspected in this laboratory and that in addition all inspectors of the County Agricultural Department have been instructed to make frequent visits to these farms in order to keep a close watch on the crops in the fields. 

Mr. Palmer gave statistics compiled by his department showing that San Diego county has a total of 177 Japanese farmers, 136 alien and 41 Japanese-American, with 1782 acres planted in vegetables control by aliens and 641 by Japanese-American; that a total of approximately 6,000 acres in the county is leased to alien and Japanese-American although a portion of this is not planted at present; that about 500 acres of strawberries are grown by Japanese; and that the principal crops produced are, besides strawberries, celery, cucumbers, tomatoes, asparagus, bunch vegetables (carrots, beets, turnips, etc.) cabbage, and cauliflower. 

He expressed the opinion that although the removal of all Japanese from this area might cause a temporary shortage of certain crops, particularly strawberries, bunch vegetables and celery, he felt that the white farmers would be glad to take over the industry and after a period of readjustment and with possible assistance from the federal government in obtaining necessary equipment, they would not only be able to supply the demand but the vegetables would probably be of a better quality. 

In many cases, he explained, white farmers have been forced out of business because of the competition of the Japanese and would now have a chance to the vegetable industry back in their hands.  He also called attention to the fact that there was already a shortage of certain crops due to the tact that the Japanese were hesitant to go ahead with their usual planting in view of the present situation.

Speaking off the record, Mr. Palmer warned that although his department was doing everything in its power to prevent poisoning of fruits and vegetables, it was not possible to detect certain types of bacterial infection which might cause serious epidemics, and expressed the opinion that it was far better to face a temporary shortage of produce than to risk dangers of this type.

